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Introduction 

 

 

1. Now is the time to turn to the Lord! 

 

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, 

if their enemies besiege them in the land at their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there 

is, 29 whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each 

knowing his own affliction and his own sorrow and stretching out his hands toward this house, 

30 then hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive and render to each whose heart you 

know, according to all his ways, for you, you only, know the hearts of the children of mankind, 

31 that they may fear you and walk in your ways all the days that they live in the land that you 

gave to our fathers.  (2 Chronicles 6:28-31) 

 

 

There are three responses we can have to any situation: 

 

1. Ignore it.  But we cannot because of restrictions around us. 

2. Accept it.  However, internalizing it may give fear “mastery” or power over you. 

3. Face it.  Deal with it directly.  What does that mean? 

 

What does it mean to face it?  The medical community needs to face it.  The church needs to 

point to the greater need of turning to God.   

 

 

2. Why we don’t want to waste a good coronavirus. 

 

30 then hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive and render to each whose heart you 

know, according to all his ways, for you, you only, know the hearts of the children of mankind, 

31 that they may fear you and walk in your ways all the days that they live in the land that you 

gave to our fathers.  (2 Chronicles 6:30-31) 

 

 

3. Seek God and ask Him to change you. 

 

13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, 

or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble 

themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 



heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears 

attentive to the prayer that is made in this place.  (2 Corinthians 7:12b-15) 

 

 

What we are called to do: 

 

• Humility before God.  (True humility understands who we are in relation to who God is).  

Pride elevates self above God.   

• Pray and seek God’s face (talk to God and discover who and what God is about) 

• Turn from sin (admitting, confessing, and turning from sin and toward God) 

 

What God promises to do: 

 

• Hear from heaven.  (sin blocks us from God – Psalm 66:18) 

 

18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 19 But truly God 

has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer.  (Psalm 66:18-19) 

 

• Forgive their sin.  (done on the cross and for fellowship) 

• Heal their land.  (restore the natural order, bring blessing, and growth) 

 

 

 

What are we to do? 

 

In a good way, may we allow the coronavirus to bring us to our knees.  We acknowledge that we 

are frail and week; we acknowledge that we cannot go on without God. 

 

1. Humility before God.  Acknowledge our sin.  Personal sin.  Corporate sin as a nation and 

world. 

2. Pray and seek God.  We cannot simply go on and live as if God does not exist. 

3. Name our sins of self-reliance, arrogance and pride.  Confess our sin and sins of the 

world. 

 

Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”  (Psalm 50:15) 

 


